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Hot summer days in the first week of spring — time to update
every disaster plan, from your household to Congress

RB Sydney, MS - Organize the Future - May 15, 2026 - Tier 2 Regional - Extreme Weather Lane

Note — Section 3 — Author’s Note: AP Style Exceptions and Editorial Decisions is at the end .

Section 1 — Sourcing Architecture Overview

This piece draws on two distinct tiers of evidence, each appropriate to the claims it supports.

Tier ' Description and Application

Tier 1 — Archived NOAA NCEI Palmer Drought Severity Index (132-year dataset), NOAA NCEI snow

Government Data cover reports, US Drought Monitor, NOAA CPC ENSO advisories. Used for all
drought index figures, snow cover percentages, drought extent data, and El Nifio
status.

Tier 2 — Temperature readings collected March 20, 2026 via Apple Weather App

Observational Field (WeatherKit), which distributes reports from National Weather Service/NOAA and

Data The Weather Channel. Cross-checked against weather.gov/eka/. Used for the 30°F

above seasonal norms observation. Standard op-ed sourcing convention for real-time
observational data.

Tier 3 — Wire Service AP News, Scientific American, World Weather Attribution. Used for corroboration of
& Science Journalism  Tier 1 data and event confirmation. All Tier 3 citations are backed by primary Tier 1
government sources.

Primary Government Sources Used:

NOAA NCEI Climate at a Glance: https:
glance/national /time-series

www.ncei.noaa.gov/access/monitoring/climate-at-a-

US Drought Monitor: https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap.aspx
NOAA NOHRSC National Snow Analyses: https://www.nohrsc.noaa.gov/nsa/

NOAA CPC ENSO Advisory:
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/precip/CWIlink/MJO/enso.shtml

Drought.gov El Nifio & Drought: https://www.drought.gov/news/el-nino-southern-oscillation-and-
drought-outlook-united-states-2025-09-08

Apple WeatherKit Data Sources: https://support.apple.com/en-us/105038

Section 2 — Statement-by-Statement Citations

Each statement below is quoted as it appears in the published manuscript, followed by the supporting
citation, source type, and verification URL.

1. A ten-day heatwave peaked on the first day of spring, March 20, 2026.
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Citation

Source Type

URL

NOAA NCEI, Notable Weather & Climate Events — March 2026 (graphic). NCEI State of
the Climate. Also corroborated by AP News: Borenstein, Seth. 2026. "Climate Change Is
Kicking Our Butts.” March Smashes Heat Records for Continental US." Associated Press,
2026.

Government graphic — NOAA NCEI State of the Climate (primary). Wire service
journalism — AP (corroboration).

https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/monitoring-content/sotc/national/2026/mar/Notable-
Weather-Climate-US-032026.png

https://apnews.com/article/march-temperature-record-weather-el-nino-
3692987941fd94665ed78a6b4af3b0267

2. Some locations recording highs more than 30°F above seasonal norms.

Citation

Source Type

URL

Note

Observational field data collected March 20, 2026 via Apple Weather App (WeatherKit).
Primary sources: National Weather Service/NOAA and The Weather Channel (Weather
Company LLC). Cross-checked against weather.gov/eka/. Apple WeatherKit data sources
documented at Apple Support.

Observational field data — Apple WeatherKit (NWS/NOAA + Weather Channel). Cross-
checked: NWS weather.gov/eka/. Standard op-ed sourcing convention for real-time data.

https://support.apple.com/en-us/105038

https://www.weather.gov/eka/

Temperature anomaly data carries the standard of reputable science-based consumer
weather reporting. The underlying sources are NWS/NOAA. See Author’s Note Item 8.

3. A ‘Snow Drought’ was declared from Colorado to the Pacific Coast.

Citation

Source Type

URL

Peterson, Brittany, et al. 2026. ‘Record Low Colorado Mountain Snow Won’t Bode Well for
Water in the Drought-Stricken US West.” Associated Press, April 2026. Also: AP News,
‘Record Snow Drought in Western US — Water Shortages and Wildfires,” 2026.

Wire service journalism — Associated Press (AP Global Climate Team). Backed by NOAA
NOHRSC snow analysis data.

https://apnews.com/article/colorado-drought-water-snow-record-west-
d204acbogbdac2524071b6bd627e4665
https://apnews.com/article/west-snow-drought-wildfires-water-shortages-rain-
45034fc860842a9d62198dcqde8eqffq1

4. 35% of CONUS covered with snow before the March heat and only 5% being covered by month

end.

Citation

Source Type

URL

NOAA NOHRSC — National Snow Analyses. Date-specific snow analysis snapshots, March
2026. NOAA National Centers for Environmental Information, Climate at a Glance:
National Mapping, published May 2026, retrieved May 11, 2026.

Government operational data — NOAA NOHRSC National Snow Analyses (authoritative).
Government data tool — NOAA NCEI Climate at a Glance.

https://www.nohrsc.noaa.gov/nsa/

https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/access/monitoring/climate-at-a-glance/national/mapping
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5. By the end of April, NOAA reports indicate it was just under 2% snow cover; a ‘snow drought’
over the entire CONUS.

Citation

Source Type
URL

NOAA NOHRSC — National Snow Analyses, April 2026. NOAA National Centers for
Environmental Information snow cover monitoring. Corroborated by AP News Peterson et
al., April 2026.

Government operational data — NOAA NOHRSC (authoritative).

https://www.nohrsc.noaa.gov/nsa/

https://apnews.com/article/colorado-drought-water-snow-record-west-
d20o4acbogbdac2524071b6bd627e4665

6. 60% of the country was under drought conditions.

Citation

Source Type

URL

Note

Borenstein, Seth. 2026. ‘Record US Drought Sparks Worries About Fires, Water Supply
and Food Prices.” Associated Press, April 18, 2026. Primary source cited therein: US
Drought Monitor (NOAA/USDA/University of Nebraska-Lincoln). Note: the precise figure
per US Drought Monitor is 61% of the Lower 48 in moderate-to-exceptional drought —
highest since Drought Monitor began in 2000.

Wire service journalism — Associated Press (primary). Government monitoring tool — US
Drought Monitor (underlying data).

https://apnews.com/article/drought-us-food-prices-wildfire-water-supply-
3625f832e5122¢988904fc66d39906f7

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap.aspx

The manuscript uses 60% — the precise figure from US Drought Monitor is 61%.
Recommend updating to 61% at next revision for precision.

7. The negative risk factor of -7.56 for this April ranks as the number one strongest risk for the 132

years of data.

Citation

Source Type

URL

NOAA National Centers for Environmental Information. 2026. ‘Climate at a Glance:
National Time Series — Palmer Drought Severity Index.” Published May 2026, retrieved
May 11, 2026.

Government dataset — NOAA NCEI Climate at a Glance (authoritative, 132-year record
1895—2026).

https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/access/monitoring/climate-at-a-glance/national /time-series

https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/access/monitoring/climate-at-a-glance/national /time-
series/110/pdsi/1/3/1895-2026

8. 1934 at -5.95 — the start of the 4 years of the ‘Dust Bowl’ agricultural disaster. 1981 at -5.98 — a
stand-alone drought followed by four years of water abundance.

Citation

Source Type

URL

NOAA National Centers for Environmental Information. 2026. ‘Climate at a Glance:
National Time Series — Palmer Drought Severity Index, 1895—2026." The 132-year dataset
confirms both historical figures.

Government dataset — NOAA NCEI Climate at a Glance (authoritative, same source as
Item 7).

https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/access/monitoring/climate-at-a-glance/national /time-
series/110/pdsi/1/3/1895-2026
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9. The year 2021 was pivotal for billion-dollar weather disasters and was the start of five years of
strong drought risks (-3.17, -2.68, -1.41, -2.77, -3.49).

Citation

Source Type

URL

Note

NOAA NCEI. ‘Billion-Dollar Weather and Climate Disasters.” Dataset covers 1980—2024.
DOI: 10.25921/stkw-7w73. Note: this dataset was retired January 2025; archived data
remains authoritative. Palmer Index six-year sequence from NOAA NCEI Climate at a
Glance Time Series.

Government dataset — NOAA NCEI Billion-Dollar Disasters (archived, authoritative).
Government dataset — NOAA NCEI Palmer Index Time Series.

https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/access/billions/

https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/access/monitoring/climate-at-a-glance/national /time-series

The NOAA Billion-Dollar Disasters dataset was retired January 2025. Data for 1980—
2024 remains archived and authoritative. The retirement is documented at NOAA
NESDIS Notice of Changes, May 8, 2025.

10. Drought leads to fires, crop losses and water shortages ... food insecurity and water insecurity
in a short time frame.

Citation

Source Type

URL

Author credential: RB Sydney, MS, International Agricultural Development, UC Davis.
Fifty years of applied agricultural science and extreme weather consequence analysis.
Corroborated by: National Drought Mitigation Center, Agricultural Drought Monitor, April
14, 2026 report.

Author credential and professional expertise (UC Davis, International Agricultural
Development). Government-affiliated monitoring — NDMC/UNL AgInDrought April 2026
report.

https://agindrought.unl.edu/Home.aspx

https://drought.unl.edu/archive/AgInDrought/AgIinDrought 20260414.pdf

11. The place where the ‘Super El Nifio’is developing.

Citation

Source Type

URL

NOAA Climate Prediction Center — ENSO Advisory. Active ENSO monitoring portal.
Current forecasts predict 61% chance of El Nifio emerging over May—July 2026 and
persisting through year end.

Government operational portal — NOAA Climate Prediction Center (authoritative ENSO
advisory).

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/precip/CWIink/MJO/enso.shtml

12. NOAA documents that EI Nifios typically reduce drought risk in parts of the U.S. — while
increasing it in others. The historically proven Palmer Indexes predict an extreme drought. The net
result could go either way.

Citation

Drought.gov — NOAA. ‘The El Nifio-Southern Oscillation and Drought Outlook in the
United States.” Published September 8, 2025. Also: Drought.gov — NOAA. ‘El Nifio on the
Horizon: Can the Warm Phase End Six Years of Drought in the Southern Plains of the
U.S.?’ Published March 11, 2026.
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Source Type Government publication — Drought.gov/NOAA (peer-informed, authoritative on ENSO-
drought relationship). Two sources confirm the regional differential and the conflicting
risk factors.

URL https://www.drought.gov/news/el-nino-southern-oscillation-and-drought-outlook-

united-states-2025-09-08
https://www.drought.gov/news/el-nino-horizon-can-warm-phase-end-six-years-drought-

southern-plains-us-2026-03-11

Note This is the piece’s most precise editorial claim: two documented historical patterns —
Palmer Drought Index and El Nifio precipitation effects — are in direct conflict for the
current period. Both are fully supported by NOAA sources.

13. The management of the Colorado River has been out of synch with changing realities for
decades.

Citation Peterson, Brittany, et al. 2026. ‘Record Low Colorado Mountain Snow Won’t Bode Well for
Water in the Drought-Stricken US West.” Associated Press, April 2026. Confirms Denver
Water 7—-8 feet of snow short of average; Salt Lake City imposed 10% daily water cut.

Source Type Wire service journalism — Associated Press (AP Global Climate Team). Backed by
NOAA/NRCS snowpack data.
URL https://apnews.com/article/colorado-drought-water-snow-record-west-

d20o4acbogbdac2524071b6bd627e4665

14. None of that planning anticipated super-fires becoming epidemic, nor the possibility of two
major fires burning simultaneously in one fire management area like Los Angeles.

Citation NOAA NCEI. 2026. ‘Assessing the U.S. Temperature and Precipitation Analysis in 2025.’
Confirms Eaton and Palisades fires as 2nd and 3rd most destructive California wildfires on
record. Corroborated by: Yin, Abatzoglou et al. (Science Advances, Feb 2026) — ‘Increasing
Synchronicity of Global Extreme Fire Weather.” DOI: 10.1126/sciadv.adx8813.

Source Type Government annual report — NOAA NCEI (authoritative). Peer-reviewed — Science
Advances (open access, corroboration).

URL https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/news/national-climate-202513
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/sciadv.adx8813

Section 3 — Author’s Note: AP Style Exceptions and Editorial Decisions

The following documents intentional departures from AP Style and editorial decisions made in the
preparation of this piece. All exceptions are substantive and purposeful.

1. CONUS — Acronym for Continental U.S. Defined on first use and used consistently thereafter.
Intentional for Science Lane register — the term is standard in NOAA and NWS publications and
appropriate for the policymaker-briefing register of the Extreme Weather lane.
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2. Super El Nifio — Capitalization follows NOAA convention. Used consistently throughout. The “Super”
qualifier reflects the developing event’s projected intensity as documented in NOAA CPC ENSO
advisories.

3. Palmer Drought Indexes — Plural form confirmed against NOAA house style. NOAA uses ‘indexes’
(not ‘indices’) in climate monitoring publications.

4. Super-fires — Hyphenated compound modifier used consistently throughout. Intentional editorial
decision — the term describes a defined category of wildfire behavior that exceeds standard fire
management parameters, as evidenced by the 2025 Los Angeles fire events.

5. Rhetorical question lede — Intentional stylistic departure from hard news lede convention. Chosen
to activate the shared reader experience before presenting data, consistent with Organize the Future’s felt-
experience-to-solution editorial arc. The Science Lane standard is evidence-forward; the rhetorical
question positions the reader to receive the data rather than resist it.

6. Billion-dollar weather disasters — Aligned to NOAA lowercase hyphenated style: ‘billion-dollar
disasters.” Note: the NOAA NCEI Billion-Dollar Disasters dataset was retired January 2025. The 2021
reference draws on archived data (1980—2024) which remains authoritative. The retirement is itself a
policy story documented at NOAA NESDIS Notice of Changes, May 8, 2025.

7. ‘Held accountable by our vote’ — Intentional civic register choice in the closing sentence. Non-
partisan civic accountability language consistent with Organize the Future’s editorial standard that
conduct is measured against defined standards, not partisan positions.

8. Temperature anomaly data sourcing — The 30°F above seasonal norms figure is observational field
data collected March 20, 2026 from Apple Weather App (WeatherKit), which distributes reports from
National Weather Service/NOAA and The Weather Channel (Weather Company LLC), as documented at
https://support.apple.com/en-us/105038. Data was cross-checked against www.weather.gov/eka/. This
data carries the standard of reputable science-based consumer weather reporting, consistent with op-ed
sourcing conventions. The underlying data providers are government sources.

9. 60% vs 61% drought coverage — The manuscript uses 60% for drought coverage. The precise figure
per the US Drought Monitor is 61% of the Lower 48 in moderate-to-exceptional drought — the highest
since the Drought Monitor began in 2000. Recommend updating to 61% at next revision.

Editorial Contact: Editor@organizethefuture.org
Organize the Future — a solutions-based civic publication - May 15, 2026



